few, if any, hereditary limitations or restrictions imposed by guilds, at least before late antiquity.6 Geographical mobility of workers was also possible. While there were some well-known periodic expulsions of particular groups of 'foreigners' from cities, usually during periods of crisis, together with some controls on the borders and between provinces, there was relative freedom of movement within the Roman empire.7 The Roman world thus fulfilled the two conditions which Temin identifies as key to a functioning labour market: workers were free to change their location and their occupation, and were paid relative to their skills.8
The geographical mobility of workers is crucial in the development of labour markets, allowing labour supply to respond to labour demand. It enables labour markets to develop beyond a local level, linking local markets to those at a regional or even supra-regional level, depending on the extent of movement. Theoretically, if the mobility of labour is high enough, it should eventually bring about an equalisation of wages for comparable tasks across a wider geographical area, resulting in a unified labour market, although in practice wages are rarely, if ever, completely equal, as there are a number of other factors at work in the setting of wage rates.9 Even in a unified labour market then, geographical mobility can result in higher wages for an individual, and when labour markets remain primarily local, mobility can be a strong bargaining tool for workers negotiating wages, as demonstrated in England after the Black Death.10 Consequently, we would expect the level of labour mobility in the Roman world to have had a potentially significant impact on the structure and organisation of the labour market(s).
Prima facie, the data relating to wage rates in mines and quarries in the Roman empire could be taken as indicative of levels of labour mobility high enough to bring about the equalisation of wages, since Cuvigny has tentatively suggested that wage levels at the remote quarry at Mons Claudianus in Egypt and the gold mines at Alburnus Maior in Dacia were roughly equal in the mid-second 
